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The Linda Loring Nature Foundation (LLNF) 

is a wildlife preserve dedicated to research, 

education, and stewardship. The LLNF’s 

responsibility lies in protecting nature, educating 

the public about Nantucket’s unique ecosystems, 

and helping foster personal connections to the 

land and the natural beauty that surrounds us. 

Dogs, horses, bicycles, and smoking are not permitted on the property 
because they are a threat to wildlife and may disturb other visitors. 

Please stay on the trails to avoid harming fragile plants 
and, please, take only pictures and leave only footprints.
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The Linda Loring Nature Foundation 

advances environmental understanding 

through education and research, with the 

goal of protecting Nantucket’s biologically 

diverse ecosystems — the fragile habitats 

surrounding us. 

We are dedicated to being stewards of 
the Foundation’s property and to fostering 
learning that:

The LLNF research program includes in-house studies on 
the island’s flora and fauna as well as support of other 
researchers. We collaborate on innovative studies both 
on and off-island broadening our scientific reach.

Research at LLNF primarily focuses on land management, 
climate change, phenology (nature’s timing), and 
conservation of rare and endangered species. As you 
walk through the property, you may observe small 
survey flags, data loggers, snake traps, or other scientific 
equipment as evidence of research in progress. Please 
do not disturb as these instruments are vital to helping 
us reach our research goals. 

Research Education

The LLNF is dedicated to environmental education and 
connecting people of all ages to nature and the world 
around them. We provide opportunities for guided 
nature walks, workshops, family programs, and classes. 
Throughout the year we work with our island schools, 
daycares, and after school programs. Our popular 
Kids in Nature summer programs serve visitors and 
residents alike. 

Our education program works hand-in-hand with 
our research program providing opportunities to be 
directly involved in the research at the comfort level 
of the participant whether that is as an observer or a 
more hands-on experience.

Stewardship

We are dedicated to being stewards of the 
Foundation’s property on Eel Point Road. The property 
consists of multiple habitat types including the globally 
rare sandplain grasslands and coastal heathlands. 
Populations of many rare plants, animals, birds, and 
insects are found in these unique systems. 

These early successional habitats are maintained by 
periodic disturbance. Ongoing research investigates 
how to maintain and increase the coverage of 
sandplain grasslands and heathlands. Possible 
methods include prescribed fire, mechanical land 
clearing, mowing, and seeding with native plants. 

Wildlife Sanctuary

Preserving this land as a wildlife sanctuary ensures 
its availability as a refuge for the flora and fauna that 
makes Nantucket unique. Ground-nesting birds and 
other wildlife are free from harassment by dogs and 
other potential disturbances. 

As a wildlife sanctuary, the trails at LLNF are for walking 
and the quiet enjoyment of nature. Please stay on the 
trails to avoid harming fragile plants or wildlife. 

Take only pictures, leave only footprints.

Citizen Scientists

The LLNF property serves as a living laboratory and 
outdoor classroom where we can emphasize what 
is special and unique about Nantucket’s natural 
communities. We connect people of all ages with 
research through hand-on experiences. 

Join us for a program and help us take some data!  
We welcome scientific interest of all ages! 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask or look 
for signage describing some of our research. 

 » Promotes environmental awareness

 » Imparts knowledge of the ecology of the local 
environment

 » Engages residents and visitors of Nantucket to 
respect, preserve, and conserve the diversity 
of habitats surrounding us. 


